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Every five years, the Trustees request sealed bids for residential 
trash service. This year, bids were received from Republic     
Services, GFL Environmental, and Garbage Gators, Inc.  The 
Trustees accepted the bid from Garbage Gators in the amount of  
$12.37 per month beginning in January of 2026; additional carts 
will be $5.77 per month.  In years 2027 through 2030, base rates 
will be subject to an annual adjustment equal to the lesser of 3% 
or the percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index for   
Water, Sewer, and Trash Collection Services for the preceding 
twelve months.  Trash pick up day will remain on Mondays.  
They will provide new carts to residents.  Garbage Gators will 
perform the Spring Clean Up Service between April 15th and 
June 1st each year, too.    
Our representative from Republic Services said they would   
cancel all Airport Drive residential accounts effective December 
31, 2025.   Their blue carts will be removed on the last day of 
service, December 29, 2025.  All carts belonging to Republic 
Services need to be left at the curb to avoid an additional       
removal fee.  Republic Services provided a great service to resi-
dents; and we are confident Garbage Gators will as well.     

The next election in Airport Drive will be on Tuesday, April 7, 
2026.   On that day, terms will end for Trustees Mark Rains, 
Claren Holmes and Denise Winans.   Filing for candidacy for 
the election opens on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 8:00 a.m.  
Qualifications for candidates are as follows: You must be a U.S. 
Citizen, a resident of Airport Drive for at least one year prior to 
the election date, 21 years-of-age or older, a registered voter, 
and shall not be delinquent in the payment of any taxes: state 
income, real property, personal property or municipal taxes; and 
have all dues to the Village paid in full.  Filing takes place at the 
Municipal Building at 25150 Demott Drive, Joplin, Missouri, 
64801, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.               
You will need to bring your ID.  
Filing will close at 5:00 p.m. on December 30, 2025.    

Trustees are elected to two year terms and meet on the 4th 
Thursday of each month, except in November and December, 
and as needed for Special Meetings.  Airport Drive does not 
have wards, Trustees are elected at-large, and serve the entire 
community. 

New Trash Service for Village Residents

 General Municipal Election, April 7, 2026  
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Meetings for the Village of Airport Drive are 
held at the Municipal Building on the 4th Thursday 
of each month (except November & December), 

and are open to the public, unless posted as Closed 
Session.  Everyone is welcome to attend meetings; 

it’s the best way to stay informed                           
of events in the Village.   

************* 

The Village Office is open 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, unless posted as closed.  
When visiting the office, park in the lot south of  

the building and use the south door.   
************** 

Before you burn limbs, brush, or yard waste, call 
Carl Junction Fire District at 417-649-6062.  In 
lieu of a burn permit, you are required to contact 
the CJ Fire District to confirm the conditions are 
okay for burning, and to let them know when and 

where you will be burning.   
*************  

For questions regarding code requirements, 
please call the Office at 417-623-6744, or you can 

view the Code on-line through the link on our  
website www.airportdrivemo.com or at General 

Code’s website www.ecode360.com/AI3224.   

If you notice any street lights not working, call    
Liberty Utilities (Empire) at 800-206-2300 or the   

Village Office.  Liberty will determine ownership and 
repair the light.  It is helpful if you can also give    

Liberty (or us) the pole number, but only if you can 
safely see the number. 

************* 

MODOT will pick up and dispose of large debris 
&/or dead animals on Highways 43 & 171.         
Please call 888-275-6636 or 417-895-7600.  

************ 

To avoid late fees, if mailing your      
payment for sewer services to the office, 

please allow 7 days for it to reach us.  
The postal system is becoming slower 

and less reliable. There is a black box in 
the south parking lot marked Payments. You can drop 

off payments in that box as well.     
 If you have not  received your sewer bill by the 

15th of the month, please call our office.   We can 
tell you your balance over the phone.   
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Updates & Reminders 

An Airport Drive resident is doing great things on 
the international stage!   Miss Charlie Liles is a 
Judoka, she competes in Judo tournaments.  She 
is currently nationally ranked 4th in Juvenile, un-
der 44kg, 3rd in Juvenile, under 48kg, and 6th in   
Cadet, under 44kg.   She placed 2nd at the USA  
Junior Olympics and qualified for the Pan Ameri-
can Championships in Peru on December 6th.  In 
2026, she will be competing in other tournaments: 
the Lone Star Classic in Fort Worth, the Junior 
Nationals, the Junior Olympics, the US Open, and 
the Cadet Pan American Championship.  Charlie 
started fundraising this past summer to earn the 
money to pay for entry fees, travel expenses, and 
lodging for the tournaments.  She set her goal at 
$6,000, and she nearly raised that amount.  This 
amount was based on another Missouri Judoka’s 
recent expenses at an international competition.   

To everyone that purchased a raffle ticket or con-
tributed to her expenses, Charlie Liles wanted to 
say thank you!  The Board of Trustees and staff 
congratulate 
Miss Liles on 
her past victories 
and wish her 
great success in 
future events!    

                               The Trustees have been                    
                      discussing changes to the                       
            Municipal Building, and                                   
                      would like to know the                 
                      thoughts and opinions of                                             
the residents.  The attendance at Zoning Com-
mission, Board of Adjustment, and Board of 
Trustees meetings has been growing, which is a 
really great thing; but sometimes the meeting 
room is at full capacity.  With many projects cur-
rently under way, the clerks’ office needs more 
room as well.  The Trustees are looking for resi-
dents willing to discuss possible changes and to 
share their thoughts on how to improve the 
building to better utilize the space for staff and 
for the community.  

If you would be willing to join a committee to   
discuss current needs and future plans, please 
contact the office by phone 417-623-6744 or 
email Sue@airportdrivemo.com.   
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Starting November 30th we will have 
“Santa’s Mailbox” in the rear parking lot 
of the municipal building. Children will be able to mail 
their Santa letters and even get a response back!!! 

December 20th from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm we will be 
doing “Photos with Santa” at the municipal building. 
This is always a fun event for the area children. Photo-
graphs will be provided at no charge to each child. Get 
the word out and visit Santa Claus!  

We will also be having the Christmas Lights competi-
tion again this year. I have not been given a date for 
this event yet, so watch the Village Facebook page for 
more information.  I enjoy seeing your decorating    
ideas and am ready to judge your lights!!!   

That is all for now, I hope everyone is doing well!!!    

If you need to speak with me, please contact Dispatch 

at 417-359-9100 and leave a good call back number or 

just flag me down when you see me drive by.                                                                                                    

 
                                                       Sgt. Tom Crossley,  
                                      Jasper County Sheriff’s Office 
                                 (417) 356-5133 on duty cellphone 
 

                              

 Hello Village of Airport Drive!!   

Fall is now upon us, which means it is time to  
prepare for the upcoming holidays and the winter  
season. Now would be a great time to check your 
heating and air conditioning unit to make sure  
everything is working properly.   

As usual the crime rate is pretty low in the Village, 
that is a good thing!!!  There has been an increase 
in motor vehicle collisions near the roundabout, 
thankfully there have not been a lot of injuries. 
Most have been due to distracted driving, drivers 
not paying attention that you must yield to the  
traffic already in the roundabout. Make sure you 
are allowing yourself plenty of time to get to your 
destination. We are still working on being more 
visible with our patrols in the problem areas.  

You may have noticed some additions to the  
Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Swift transferred this year 
from the Joplin Courts building to the Village. He 
has several years of prior law enforcement        
experience and has been doing a good job here in 
the Village.   

By now you should know that I am big on public 
relations and community involvement here in the 
Village. We have several public relations events in 
the works this December, I would really like to see 
a lot of participation from members of the commu-
nity. You can contact me for more information.  
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Jasper County 
Sheriff’s Office 

If Peddlers, Solicitors and /or Canvassers come 
to your home without prior specific invitation or 
appointment, ask to see their identification card 
issued by the Village Office.  Examples are be-
low.  The identification card will let you know 
this person has filled out an information form, so 
the office and Jasper County Officers are aware 
they are in the area, and have contact information 
for this person if needed.  If they don’t show you 
a card, direct them to the Village Office.   

Santa's mailbox has come back to the                                         
Village of Airport Drive!!! 

Children can drop off their letters to Santa at the 
Municipal Building, 25150 Demott Drive (rear park-
ing lot)!!  Be sure to include a return address so 

Santa can send a special reply from the North Pole!  
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New Service in Airport Drive—MAPS Bus System  

Who We Are 

Garbage Gators is a local, family-owned company providing dependable weekly trash service through-

out Cherokee County in Kansas, and Jasper and Newton Counties in Missouri.   

Our business began just one year ago with a single truck, a few dumpsters, and a simple goal—to offer 

reliable, friendly and community-focused service to local residents and businesses.    

Today, we proudly service over 2,100 households, continue to grow each month, and even build our own 

red poly carts and dumpsters right here in our local shop.  Every piece of equipment represents our pride 

in craftsmanship and dedication to quality service.   

What You Can Expect 

Starting January 1, 2026, Garbage Gators will begin providing weekly residential trash pickup for the res-

idents of Airport Drive.  Our team is already preparing to make this transition smooth and simple.   

We offer:   *Reliable, on-time weekly pickups      *Easy online bill pay and automatic withdrawal options 

*Real people answering the phone when you call       *Locally built dumpsters and carts designed to last 

Getting Started 

We have begun contacting all residents to begin the setup process and to insure everyone is ready before 

service begins.  Our goal is to make the transition effortless for every household. 

Message to the Residents 

We’re truly honored to the opportunity to serve the Village of Airport Drive and look forward to meeting 

each of you.  Our mission is to provide dependable service you can count on and to build a strong, lasting 

relationship with your community. 

From all of us at Garbage Gators—Thank you for trusting local!   

We can’t wait to roll into Airport Drive.   

                     417-8GATORS      Online Bill Pay Available 

Airport Drive is now included in the service area for the Joplin MAPS Bus System.  MAPS Transit 
provides reliable, courteous, curb-to-curb transportation on a prescheduled basis.   You can 
schedule a ride to be picked up from and taken to any destination within the MAPS operating 
boundaries.   MAPS service is available in Joplin, Webb City, Oronogo, Carterville, Duquesne,  
Duenweg, and now Airport Drive.  Passengers must pay a fare,  $4.00 or less one way; and there 
are discounts for over 60 years of age, military, veterans, people with disabilities, Medicare, teens 
and children under 12; Airport Drive will also pay a fee for each ride.  MAPS service operates Mon-
day through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 pm.  You will need to set up an account and there are 
scheduling requirements.  Once you are in the system, you can schedule a ride at:                      
joplinportal.maps-transit.com 

For questions or additional information, please contact the MAPS office at 417-626-8607.      

New Trash Collection Provider—Garbage Gators, Inc.   
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For the first six months ended June 30, 2025 Sewer Maint

Capital & Expansion Safety Tax 

General Fund Improvements Sewer Fund Fund Street Fund Fund

Beginning Balance Jan. 1, 2025 4,627,528$          2,153,289        441,792                -                         65,252             69,950             

Revenues Collected

Business Licenses & Permits 14,831                  150                        

Fines & Forfeitures 2,333                    

Franchise Fees 19,205                  

Interest Income 61,163                  27,416             5,239                    200                   524                   856                   

Motor Vehicle Taxes 21,336             

Operating Transfers In 18,773             

Sales Tax 395,269                157,693           157,596           

Sewer Charges 149,507                4,485                

Total Revenues: 492,801                185,109           154,896                23,458             21,860             158,452           

Expenditures Paid

Abatement of Code Violations

Animal Control 394                        

Bank Fees 150                        

Capital Outlay

Copier Expense 725                        

Deposits Refunded

Dues and Memberships 11,775                  246                        

Education & Training -                             

Election Costs

Fire Protection 51,022             

Fringe Benefits 3,033                    337                        

Inspection Fees 1,200                    

Insurance 1,965                    

Internet & Computer Services 8,433                    1,093                    

Law Enforcement & Training 128,206           

Legal Notices 408                        

Miscellaneous 494                        

Office Expense 1,120                    

Operating Transfers Out 18,773                  

Postage 282                        

Professional Fees 32,620                  29,796                  35,487             

Public & Employee Relations 2,053                    

Repairs & Maintenance 6,525                    49,400                  6,610                

Salaries 43,836                  5,438                    

Sewer Fee to Carl Junction 88,463                  

Telephone 620                        

Travel & Mileage

Utilities 2,920                    2,262                    

Village Street Lights 7,870            

Total Expenditures: 118,553                -                         195,808                -                         49,967             179,228           

Ex cess of Rev enues ov er Ex penditures 374,248                185,109           (40,912)                 23,458             (28,107)            (20,776)            

Ending Balance June 30, 2025 5,001,776         2,338,398     400,880            23,458          37,145          49,174          

                                     Village of Airport Drive Financial Report                                               
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Board of Trustees 

Terry Myers, Chairman:  417-385-7320 April 2027  

Ray Bryant, Chrmn Pro Tem:   417-782-3996 April 2027 

Mark Rains, Trustee  417-825-4218 April 2026  

Claren Holmes, Trustee:   417-429-5945 April 2026 

Denise Winans, Trustee  239-404-8545 April 2026 

     

Office hours are 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Closings are posted. 
Any questions or problems after hours may be directed to 

any member of the Board of Trustees.   
Board of Trustee Meetings are the 4th Thursday of every     

month at 7:00 pm unless posted otherwise.  
 

 

Emergency and Other Numbers 

Emergency—911 

Jasper County Sheriff Dispatch 417-359-9100   

Aire Internet Service  855-943-8247 

Carl Junction Fire District 417-649-6062 (non-emergency) 

Carl Junction Post Office 417-649-7831 

Carl Junction Sewer Plant 417-649-7229 

City of Carl Junction Water 417-649-7237 

Dig Rite (MO One Call)  800-344-7483 

Garbage Gators (trash service) 417-842-8677 

Joplin Airport   417-623-0262 

Joplin Post Office  417-623-6176 

Liberty/Empire Electric  800-206-2300 

Humane Society     417-623-3642 

Jasper County Rural Water #1 417-781-8844 

Mediacom   800-234-2157 

MO American Water  866-430-0820 

Sparklight   866-983-2409 

Spire (MO Gas Energy)   800-582-1234 

Webb City Post Office  417-673-4346 

Wisper Internet   800-765-7772 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

Village of  Airport Drive 

25150 Demott Drive 

Joplin, Missouri  64801 

Phone: 417-623-6744 

Fax: 417-623-7839 

We’re on the Web 

www.airportdrivemo.com 

Current and Past Newsletters are 

available on our website.  You can 

view or download Newsletters going 

back to March 2022. 
 

We welcome all comments and 
suggestions for Newsletter articles.  
If you have memories, pictures, or 
letters about the community you 
would like to share, or upcoming 

events in the Village, please let us 
know and we might add these to 

future Newsletters.  
 

Respectfully, 
Board of Trustees 
And Village Clerks 

 
A Community Growing Together 
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December 2025 newsletter 

Village of  Airport Drive 
25150 Demott Drive 
Joplin,  Missouri 64801 

(417) 623-6744 

.   

  

 

Christmas Lights Contest  
It’s almost time to show off your creativity and to                    

be the Star of the neighborhood!! 
Once again, residents of the Village of Airport Drive are    
encouraged to decorate their yards and the exteriors of 

their homes during the Christmas Season.   Show                 
everyone how delightful you really are & let your                                      

Holiday Spirit Shine! 
Judges will view the Village on December 16th.  Prizes will 
be awarded during the December 18th Board of Trustees     

Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building.   


